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remarked that the Princes " have openly given expression
to the belief that the ultimate solution of the Indian prob-
lem and the ultimate goal—whenever circumstances are
favourable and the time is ripe for it—is federation, which
word has no terrors for the Princes and Government of the
States/'
Since the Viceroy's announcement of October 31, 1929,
the expression " Dominion Status for India " appears to
have disappeared from the political vocabulary of British
politicians. We shall see in our discussion on the Round
Table Conferences that it was replaced by " All-India
Federation/'
Let us now turn to the Report of the Statutory Com-
mission.
CL THE REPORT
The Commission issued its Report in June 1930. Two
volumes of the Report,1 one containing a general survey
of the conditions obtaining in India and the other recom-
mendations, have been aptly described as a " magnificent
treasure house of fact and comment/' The Report was
unanimous on all the important issues. Volume I is an
excellent work of reference on India, and is an indispensable
guide to a proper understanding of the background against
which the constitutional edifice has to be raised. It
presents " those stubborn facts which no amount of rhetoric
or appeal to abstract principles can alter/'
But this historic Report was not dealt with in accord-
ance with the Parliamentary procedure usually adopted in
considering such documents. It was not presented to the
Houses of Parliament for consideration as the basis of a
new Constitution for India. The circumstances which led
to this change of method in dealing with a Report of a
Statutory Parliamentary Commission may be explained
by quoting an extract from a letter which Sir John Simon
addressed to the Prime Minister on October 16, 1929, In
1 Vol. I (Cmd. 3568) and Vol. II (Cmd, 3569).

